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A classic transition between indoors and out via

French doors

The moment Kathi Fidel saw this rambling villa in her be-
loved Phoenix neighborhood, she knew it was a dream come
true. Recalling the chiteaus of Normandy or the Loire Valley,
the house offered everything she was looking for, with one
snag: It was being renovated for someone else.

Nancy Brunkhorst of Nance Construction worked
closely with architect Mark Candelaria on the dramatic reno-
vation of the house, a 1950s ranch. She had intended the
property for her son, Brock, but Kathi stepped in just before
the project was completed, making Brunkhorst an offer she
couldn't refuse. “It was just so perfect for us,” Kathi recalls.
“We loved that it looked like an old European house, but it
wasn't ostentatious or too big. And it was great that most of
the construction ‘was already done.”

Indeed, Brunkhorst and her crew had spent months
transforming the dwelling, using the footprint of the old

provides a light, highly livable quality.

ranch home as much as possible. They kept the main-level
layour largely intact, then constructed an upper-level master
suite highlighted by pitched ceilings and dormer windows.
“Our goal was to create as much square footage as we could
without making the house too tall,” Brunkhorst says. “We
knew we wanted a rustic European look, and obviously
something gracious, but it needed to fit the site and work
within the context of Arcadia.”

The lush neighborhood of Arcadia is filled with
sprawling lawns, mature citrus trees, and a wealth of vin-
tage ranch houses. Tt strongly shaped Candelaria’s design,

OUTDOOR LIVING Plants soften the hardscape of the rear
terrace, opposite, and creale a relaxed atmosphere. PRACTICAL
ELEGANCE Niches beside the fireplace in the family room, above,
are deep enough for armoires; the one on the left holds a TV.
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edging him toward a simple country French style that would
seem natural in its surroundings. “We were always trying 1o
create a house that looked like it had been there 50 years,”
he says. “So finding the appropriate scale and blending
seamlessly into the neighborhood was really imporant.”
For the new facade, Candelaria envi

oned a modest
European-style cottage with steep walls, high rooflines,
and minimal trim. “Simple architecture can be the hardest
thing to achieve, because people always want to add
more,” he says. “On this project, we purposely avoided
that gingerbread look and allowed the small details and
beautiful natural rextures 1o shine through.” Stucco walls
set the backdrop for slate walkways, divided-light windows,
and a shake roof, forging an authentic French look that
teems with understated elegance.

inside the home, Brunkhorst followed a similar steat-
egy, designing clean, simple spaces that evoke the casual

ARCHITECTURAL DEFINITION A corbel-embellished opening
original to the home defines the living and dining rooms, above,

while maintaining openness. FINE FINISH A traditional two-coat
plaster technique gives the dining room, right, a rich look. :
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an experience,” Candebaria say, “A more cattelikee foching,
e openness, more seating ancs and points of insenes
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sedoctive with our details.”™ In the living room, for example,
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Custom cabinets with a lightly worn paint finish and
rustic hardware imbuge the kitchen with an air of low-key luxury.

warmth of a European farmhouse. Trading excessive em-
bellishment for quality old-world craftsmanship, she chose
walnut for much of the flooring and insisted on plaster for
the walls. To create a se

se of coziness, she kept most of the
rooms at their prerenovation size and left ceilings at a mod-
est height—no more than 10 feet. “You don't really need
all of that volume in a ceiling,” Candelaria says, “When you
make a room too big, it loses its human scale and stants o
feel very cold and unapproachable, especially for children.”

Because the Fidel house was always intended as

a family home, the architect was ever mindful of how it
would “live" on a daily basis and how it might foster a
more European existence. My goal is not so much creating
houses, but creating a different way of living ... smelling the
roses and taking time to savor simple pleasures,” he says.
“Just like they do in Europe.”

One way Candelaria encouraged this lifestyle was o
erase the line between indoor and outdoor spaces, Eager to
take advantage of the mild weather and verdant landscape,
he replaced many existing windows with French doors and
tore down several walls to facilitate flow between rooms.
And because simi

- materials are used inside and out, the
sense of continuity is flawless, "It was really about creating
an experience,” says. “A more estatelike feeling,
More Openness, more !ﬂ:‘llliﬂj{ ares

... that's what really drove the design. We were also very
selective with our details,” In the living room, for example, a
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CAFE STYLE The breakfast room's antique wrought-iron light
fixture, along with the kitchen's custom cabinets and farmhouse-
style sink, above, dds charm. SERIOUS COOKING An oversize
range and convenierit workstations, opposite, boost efficiency.

Winter 2007
Beautiful Homes

VALLONE

residential + commercial interiors

Page 4 of 6



Buildin

A thoughitfl rene

g character

Breakfast room a
banik of Franch doors keeps tha

Front patio s ocation
adjacent 10 fhe dinng mom
makas this spot perect for
rokpang with o drink.

Rear exterior A gamatic
truss conmys The home's country
Fronch charm, a8 do the shake
oot and @ trio of chimneys.

Outdoor kitchen
A bult-in gril and bi tabie
transiormn the termace need
o the kilchen into an
afrosco dinng spol.

Master
bedroom e

First impression
"

donmars subitly rveoks the

ome's new upper ievel.

Master bath e
windows and a glass shower
snciosues mantain a brght,

airy look.

| Private retreat The
| sting room features a freplace

and n highor cedling than thoss

ALTIUL PO WINTER 00T

Building character

A thoughtful renovation transported this home from the 1950s to its more
traditional state by adding an upper level and tasteful country F rench
features throughout. The architect paid special attention to maintaining
sensible scale and bridging indoor and outdoor spaces.
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Franmad opening anoulises the space with nustic but clegant
corbels. The dining room alses hus quict accents, soch 28 5
plaster-fintshed coffened ceiling and a mble mantel

Interion designes Berkley Vallone, whio helped pus the
fimal touches on the decor, allowed the home's brecay pal-
et anel cosuml styhe b guide her, “In choosang fabeics amd
furnishings, 1 was very focused on maintining the infegrity
of the archstectuns” she siys. i wis s strong that | wonied
0 wekd 3 layer of comfoet without driwing oo nwch atten-
Hon dway from i” The architee applasls that approach
“Thie comimon thread in this Boms s simplicity and quality,”
Canbelaria says. “We kept the archisectiee sinpde and clean,
anel the dicor st serves o fil in any plinnes.

Kathi says she couldn ask for more. “This house s
peaceful and beatiful” she says 3 defiincly makes you
fewl like you're o workd away.

Ayritect Mark f, Condplaria, AR intercs iy Berklery Wallonn
Elitter Waney Brankhorst

RESOURCES ON PAGE 120

RELAXING NOOK The measier Dathroom's iub, cpposde, nooties
‘portectsy into & 11 5CE Unck the aves and betwoon the
shiwer nd 0 cosst, SMART PLACEMENT A par of vanities,
#ight, takess ischantage of the gabi end of tha mastar bath, wham
colings i high ancogh 10 aliow plonty of headrarm.

Steep pitches in ceiling height add architectural cham
but also require thoughtful planning for comfortable use.

| L_UX% framed opening articulates the space with rustic but elegant
TUBY corbels. The dining room also has quiet accents, such as a
: U] plaster-finished coffered ceiling and a humble mantel.

| ' bonatcal Interior designer Berkley Vallone, who helped put the
I this rendavy
awcsin el final touches on the decor, allowed the home’s breezy pal-
meanseg|  €tt€ and casual style to guide her. “In choosing fabrics and
make dramal

wareesl  furnishings, 1 was very focused on maintaining the integrity

of the architecture,” she says. “It was so strong that T wanted
to add a layer of comfort without drawing too much atten-
tion away from it.” The architect applauds that approach.

“The common thread in this home is simplicity and quality,”

Candlelaria says. “We kept the architecture simple and clean.
and the decor just serves to fill in any plainness.”

Kathi says she couldn’t ask for more. “This house is
peaceful and beautiful,” she says. “It definitely makes you
feel like you're a world away.

Architect Mark B. Candelaria, AlIA Interior designer Berkley Vallone -y
Builder Nancy Brunkhorst

RESOURCES ON PAGE 120

RELAXING NOOK The master bathroom’s tub, opposite, nestles
perfectly into a tight space under the eaves and between the
shower and a closet. SMART PLACEMENT A pair of vanities,
right, takes advantage of the gable end of the master bath, where
ceilings are high enough to allow plenty of headroom.
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